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WEATHER OF NORTH AMERICA AND ADJACENT OCEANS

NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN

By F. A. Youna

The following table shows the average sea-level pres-
sure for the month at a number of lanﬁ stations on, the
coast and the islands of the North Atlantic. The read-
ings are for 8 a. m., 75th meridian time, and the depar-
tures are only approximate, as the normals are taken
from the Pilot Chart and are based on Greenwich mean
noon observations, which correspond to those taken at 7
a. m., 75th meridian time,

ig ot Average l Depar-
fitation pressure | tare
Inches ! Inches
8t. Johns, Newfoundland___ .- 30.09 ¢ +0.23
Nantucket. ..o cemnaan . 30,08 +0.08
Hatteras. ... occemnea- . 30. 10 +0.07
Key West 30. 07 +0.04
New Orleans. . ..o cnamo i mmcmmccccccccnamcammmamaaa 30.13 | +0. 10
Swan Island . .o ee e cmm i —aam s 29,03 —0. O
Turks Island... - 30. 04 +0. 02
Bermuda___._._ ... 30.12 ! +0.09
Horta, Azores....._..oc._... 30.11 —0.01
Lerwick, Shetland Islands... - o ome! 4o
Valencia, Ireland. _.__._._. - - SN B % YO I & g
073 (Y 1) USRI i 30,18 ; +0.22

It will be seen from the above table that positive de-
partures were the rule at all the stations with the excep-
tion of Horta and Swan Island. The North Atlantic
LOW was apparently not far from the normal, while the
average pressure on the coast of northern Europe was
considerably higher than usual, indicating that the Ice-
landic Low was comparatively inactive. At Lerwick the
barometric readings ranged from 29.29 inches on the
24th to 30.45 inches on the 3d and 1ith, and at Horta
from 29.82 inches on the 8th and 9th to 30.40 inches on
the 25th and 26th.

Taking the ocean as a whole the number of days with
winds of gale force did not differ materially from the nor-
mal as shown on the Pilot Chart, and they were also com-
paratively eveuly distributed, although the number of
gales reported from vessels in the middle section of the
steamer lanes and along the American coast was slightly
in excess of those encountered elsewhere.

The number of days with fog was apparently nearly
normal over the Grand Banks and in the vicinity of the
American coast. It was reported on from 1 to 3 days
off the coast of northern Europe and also in the Gulf of
Mexico, while the middle section of the steamer lanes
was comparatively clear.

The month hegan with two depressions over the ocean,
the first central about 5 degrees south of Hatteras, and
the second near 47° N, 35° W. The western rLow
moved northeastward along the coast and on the 3d
was over Newfoundland. Moderate to strong gales
accompanied by hail and snow were encountered during
the period from the 1st to 3d over the region bhetween
the Bermudas and the 45th parallel, the storm area reach-
ing its greatest extent on the 3d. The second disturb-
ance also apparently moved in a northeasterly direction,
although it was impossible to plot the track, due to lack

of observations. Reports of gales on the 2d, were
received from vessels in the steamer lanes east of the
40th meridian, while on the 3d they were restricted to
the region between the 10th meridian and French coast.

On the 4th there was a well defined and comparatively
deep depression central near 32° N., 25° W., with moder-
ate to strong easterly gales prevailing between the 30th
parallel and the Azores. This Low drifted slowly east-
ward, decreasing in intensity, and on the 5th and Gth
was over the region between Madeira and Gibraltar,
where it gradually filled in.

On the 5th there was a Low a short distance east of
Charleston which afterwards developed into a severe
disturbance that prevailed on the 6th and 7th between
the 30th and 40th parallels and the 65th meridian and
American coast.

On the 10th there was another depression central near
30° N., 53° W., that moved but little during the next
3 days, and reached its greatest intensity on the 11th,
when northeasterly gales prevailed between the Ber-
mudas and the 50th meridian. Charts VIII to XIII
show the conditions from 11th to 16th, inclusive

On the 11th there was a Low central near 50° N.,
35° W., that moved rapidly northeastward and was
somewherc in the vicinity of Iceland on the 12th, where
low pressure prevailed until the 18th, although it was
impossible to show the conditions accurately due to lack
of vessel reports from these waters.

Charts IX, X, and XI, for the 12th, 13th, and 14th,
respectively, show the disturbance over the eastern
sections of the southern steamer lanes, and Chart XII
gives an idea of the conditions that prevailed along the
American coast on the 15th,

From the 14th to 1Sth there was a depression in the
vicinity of Madeira, of limited extent and of slight in-
tensity, except on the 17th, as shown by the report from
the French S. S. El Kantara, in the table.

From the 16th to 24th comparatively high pressure
prevailed over the greater part of the ocean and during
this period northerly to easterly winds of gale force,
accompanied by comparatively high barometer readings
were encountered over the western and middle sections
of the steamer lanes.

On the 17th moderate southerly gales were reported
from the vicinity of Hatteras.

On the 23d there was a Low over the Strait of Gibraltar
with moderate northerly to northeasterly winds that
increased to gale force by the following day.

On the 25th a well developed depression was central
near 33° N., 55° W., and moved about 10 degrees east-
ward during the next 24 hours, and then curved sharply
towards the northeast. On the 27th the center was
near 45° N., 42° W.

On the 28th New York was near the center of a
depression that moved slowly east-southeastward, and on
the 31st, when at its greatest intensity, was central about
5 degrees north of the Bermudas. On the 28th north-
westerly gales were encountered in the vicinity of
Charleston, although moderate weather was the rule
along the remainder of the American coast.



